
South East London HumanistsEthical Discussion - 15 October 2015
The Refugee Crisis:why not open the country’s doors to anyone who wants to come in?
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Syrians arrive by boat on the Greek island of Kos

Migrants in Calais attempting to board a truck to Britain



ONS Migration Statistics Quarterly Report, May 2015http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/migration-statistics-quarterly-report/may-2015/stb-msqr-may-2015.html

318 (209 in 2013)

641 (526 in 2013)

323 (about same as 2013)

UK migration 2014 (thousands)
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For reference: local borough populationsBromley 325Southwark 307Lewisham 294Greenwich 273
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BBC News analysis – Nov 2014 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-30243472

641

323318

2014actual
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Asylum applications submitted by country of asylum and origin, 2014 (UNHCR)

http://www.unhcr.org/551128679.html

Adjusted for population size, UK ranked 18th of 30 Europeans countries 
https://fullfact.org/live/2015/aug/asylum_seekers_britain_eu-46985
Top origins (YE March 2015):Eritrea 3500Pakistan 2400Syria 2200
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20 Aug 2015
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BBC says this has now risen to at least 500,000 migrants arriving by sea this year
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Aylan (3) and Galip Kurdi (5) who lost their lives, as well as their mother, in rough seas trying to get from Turkey to the Greek island of Kos. They came from Kobani in Syria.



Syrian refugee crisis

http://www.unocha.org/syria

Updated July 2015:
• Refugees 4 million (6% in EU)
• Displaced within Syria 7.6 million

12

Syria: population (2012) 22 millionincluding refugees from:Iraq 1.8 millionPalestine 0.5Armenia 0.1
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/syria-population/

(+25%)
(+10%)



Syrian asylum applications Europe 2014

13



14

Calais
• Estimated 5,000 migrants waiting
• many undocumented migrants are arrested by police -reportedly more than 18,000 in the first half of 2015
• the UN High Commissioner for Refugees' representative in France, Philippe Leclerc, said most of the migrants in Calais were fleeing violence in countries such as Syria, Eritrea, Somalia and Afghanistan.

BBC News 3 October 2015 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29074736

EU policy is that refugees have to claim asylum in the EU country where they first arrive. Hence the huge log-jams of refugees in the countries on the south and east borders, and need for an EU-wide solution.
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According to data from the UN Refugee Agency, Eritrea topped the list of countries of origin for people seeking and making asylum applications in the UK during the 12 months to the end of March 2015.



• open-ended military conscription 
• forced labour during conscription 
• arbitrary arrests, detentions & disappearances 
• torture & other degrading treatment in detention
• land expropriations & discrimination vs Afar & 

Kunama ethnic groups
• restrictions on freedoms of expression, conscience 

& movement
• repression of religious freedom (four “recognised” 

religions: Catholic, Muslim, Orthodox & Evangelical 
churches) 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea

Why people want to leave Eritrea
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“The refugee crisis:why not open the country’s doors to anyone who wants to come in?”

If you were Prime Minister, what would you do?
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Numbers…
PM is saying 20,000 by 2020 (4,000 a year)
Labour says 10,000 over next year (10 families per city and county)
One commentator says if there are 2m refugees in this ‘crisis’, UK should take 12% as we are 12% of the EU population: that would be 240,000
Germany is expecting 800,000 applications this year. Even if a quarter were accepted, it would still be 200,000
In the past,1972 – we took in 27,000 Ugandan Asian refugeesBetween 1948 and 1970 – an average of 23,000 West Indians a year came2004 – 150,000 Polish people came
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Some ethical issues
• What is our response to human suffering?
• How do we balance the rights of British people to housing, services, social cohesion and job opportunities, with the rights of refugees?
• What does UK’s official response say about us as a nation, as a society?
• Are we doing enough to tackle the underlying causes of migration?
• How many refugees should we let in?


